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The Olney Tenant House

Elkridge

Private 1910

The Olney Tenant House faces north on the south side of Norris Lane,
just west of Olney.

It is a three bay wide, two bay deep, two story high, gabled roof
(running east-west) frame (covered with asbestos shingles) house,
resting on a cinder block foundation, with wide, central brick, ex-
terior chimney along its east wall, and a one story high, one bay
wide, two bay deep, hipped roof frame addition along its west wall.

The building features a rectangular, one light, paneled entrance in the
east bay, covered by a gabled roof portico.

The interior features hardwood floors, woodwork composed of fluted
pilasters and lintels, joined at the corners by squares decorated

with a circular motif, federal mantlepiece and a central enclosed

staircase.

Constructed as the home of the farmer serving Olney, it is an integral
part of the building program, begun by Mrs. Richard Norris in 1879
when she acquired this property along the west side of the Patapsco
River.
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‘The Olney Tenant House faces nOlth on the south side of Norris L.ane,
just west of Olney.

It is a' three bay wide, two bay deep, two story high, gabled roof (running
ecast-west) frame (covered with asbestus shingles) house, resting on a
cinder block foundation, with wide, central brick, exterior chimney along
its east wall, and a one story high, one bay wide, two bay deep, hipped
roof frame addltlon along its west wall.

NORTH ELEVATION

The north elevation holds the rectangular, one light paneled entrance
door in its east bay, covered by a gabled roof portico, supported by two
wooden doric columns. A four light, first floor window is located in the
central bay, with a uouble rectangular window in the west bay, each com-
ponent a six light casement window. A similar double window rests in the
center of the one story high, west addition's north wall. Two rectangular,
second floor, double-~hung W1ndows, holding one-over—one lights, decorated
with shuttels are also placed in this wall.

2

THE FEAST ELEVATION : ST

The east elevation holds the wide, central exterior'brick'chimney, flanked
by single, first and second floor, proportionally scaled, rectangular,
double- hung windows, holding one-over-one lights. A one story high,

hipped roof, open porch, supported by three wooden doric columns, runs
along this elevation,and at one time ran around the north and south’
elevations as well. Two wide wooden steps on the north and on the south
lead to the porch landing. A cellar door is placed on the south side of

~ the east perimeter of the porch. ' ’

~ THE SOUTH ELEVATICOMN

The south elevation holds a central bay rectangular entrance door and
double-hung, rectangular window, flanked by single, double- hunga
windows, with three second floor windows above. A one,storv hlnh,
shed roofed oven porch covers the entrance.

THE WEST ELEVATION

The west elevation holds two second floor windows, similar to those
described and a one story high, one bay wide, two bay deen, hipved
roof frame addition along this wall.

THE INTERIOR

The interior of the house is divided into a living room and kitchen on the
first floor, with a central, enclosed staircase. The west addition

furnishes a dining room. Three second floor rooms are located above.

The interior features a fine federal mantle piece, decorated with ovals,
hardwood floors and woodwork composed of fluted pilasters and lintels, joined
by squaré corners decorated with a circular motif.

This house, constructed as part of the Olney complex as the residence of
the manager,is set into a ridge line and surrounded by woodland and pasture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Olney Tenant House is significant to Howard County and the State
of Maryland architecturally as an example of a typical early twentieth
century, verncaular, frame dwelling unit and historically, as a part
of the building complex, begun in 1879 by Mrs. Richard Norris, when
acquiring Olney from Amos Earp. (40-592)

Though modest in scale and design, the Olney Tenant House is typical
of the tenant houses existing throughout Howard County, a two story
high, three bay wide, one room deep, frame structure, expanded at a
later date to accommodate the needs of its occupants.

This house, though not dating from as early a period as Olney and its
late nineteenth century, Shingle Style, summer cottages, served as the
farmer's house for Olney, located east of the house. As such, it is an
integral part of the Olney architectural complex and important as a com-
plementary building, which should be included in any proposal to create
either a local historic district, initiated by the citizens of Howard
County or a National Register of Historic Places District, as well as

inclusion to the State Critical Areas Program, should its owner so
desire.

Located adjacent to the Patapsco State Park, the Olney Tenant House,

already enjoys a degree of the benefits associated with this preservation
zone.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Interview with Mrs. Kay Luber at her residence on December 9, 1979
Interview with Mrs. Greisman at

Olney, November 8, 1979
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EUGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1. 71 Acres

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map#31

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liberzﬂf_____ Foliojﬁﬁi___

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE  Maryland COUNTY  Howard

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist

ORGANIZATION DATE
Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3450 Court House Drive
CITY OR TOWN STAYE

Ellicott City Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 108




PSCO STATE

OBT M RISING

481/394

q1.52A.
F.\34

FFe.2 J.80B0
5/134 ,%os. P

€ PARKS

P.137

B YA

—

VAR

Attachment 1
HO - 540

The Olney Tenant House
Tax Map 31

. "M ARYLAND
25%5/347

_.__‘\\

524/524\5 5A
6.20A4, ¥"

.95A. GATTUS Ewr
/@78/3 9

poyLE & we

STATE orF mp, EDdw. V.DoyL

PEPT. OF FORESTS : .
S RW. - S 6/A.

$02/65,612/433
/134.27A.

STATE OF MD.
DEPT. OF NAT. RESC.

38.42A.

/s‘m-rwsou-
/ /AN INST

STATE. OF

.MAP 32-P. 83

MD |
32-




ol

T4\ N N\ SERS s Mo
. s N o Lbilegd
S\ Tl

ATTACHMENT 2

HO - 540

The Olney Tenant House

U. S. Geological Survey Map
Savage, Maryland Quadrangle
)
;S\‘t Jj%hens. ' ‘1‘1}1&\\

St N L
Fom ’ \\\ \\\\,\ ’
N, '\,\ Lo -




B a7 R, - "
x'“ﬂ’m ’»‘v"“?’g{m”f '
N




Cp THoMpstWw AP



